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General Nephrology Table - Months 1-6  
 
Competency 
category 


Competency objectives General Nephrology objectives relevant to competency Teaching Methods Evaluation 
Methods 


Acceptable 
Performance 


Patient care 
 


Exhibit caring and 
respectful behaviors 


Exhibit caring and respectful behaviors towards general 
nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Orientation 
Core lectures 


Patient surveys 
360 evaluation 
Checklist 
Mini-CEX 


≤10% unacceptable 
≥ 5 
≥ 5 
Formative 


 Gather essential and 
accurate information 
about their patients 


Gather essential information about fellow’s  general nephrology 
patient 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
Formative 


 Make informed decisions 
about diagnostic and 
therapeutic interventions 


Begin to understand the basics of making informed decisions 
about diagnostic and therapeutic interventions in  general 
nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist  
 


≥ 5 
 


 Develop and carry out 
patient management 
plans 


Begin to develop general nephrology patient management 
plans 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
 


 Counsel and educate 
patients and families 


Counsel and educate, with direct attending supervision, general 
nephrology patients and families with regard to their disease, 
socioeconomics, support systems, diet, lifestyle, medications 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
Formative 


 Use information 
technology 


Use information technology to assist caring for  general 
nephrology patients, including UpToDate, NIH information and 
databases, NephSAP, electronic medical records, PubMed, and 
other sources 


Attending teaching 
Orientation 
Conferences 


Checklist ≥ 5 
 


 Perform: 
    Physical exam 


Examine the general nephrology patient, particularly with regard 
to the renal examination and organ systems affected by renal 
dysfunction 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
Formative 


 Perform: 
    Procedures 


Understand the principles of informed consent, indications, 
contraindications, alternative procedures, and the risks and 
benefits, and understand the correct procedural techniques for: 
1. Percutaneous native renal biopsy 
Understand interpretation and the correct technique for: 
1. Urinalysis 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist ≥ 5 
 


 Provide preventative 
health care services 


Understand preventative health care services relevant to 
general nephrology patients 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
 


≥ 5 
 


 Work within a team of 
health care professionals 


Work within the  general nephrology health care team, including 
attendings, nurses, dieticians, social workers, physician 
extenders, pharmacists and administrative assistants 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
Orientation 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
 







 


 


20 


 


 
Medical 
knowledge 
 


Demonstrate 
investigatory and 
analytic thinking 
about clinical 
situations 


Begin to demonstrate investigatory and analytic thinking about clinical  
general nephrology situations 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
Orientation 


Checklist 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
Formative 


 Know and apply 
the basic and 
clinically 
supportive 
sciences 


Fellows will gather the data and begin to develop the fund of knowledge 
necessary for prevention, evaluation, and management of general 
nephrologic disorders in: 
a. Acute renal failure 
b. Chronic renal failure 
c. Fluid, electrolyte, and acid-base disorders 
d. Disorders of mineral metabolism including nephrolithiasis and renal 


osteodystrophy (including use of lithotripsy) 
e. Urinary tract infections and pyelonephritis 
f.  Hypertensive disorders 
g. Renal disorders related to pregnancy 
h. Primary and secondary glomerulopathies, including understanding of 


immunologic mechanisms of renal disease and the laboratory tests 
necessary for their diagnosis 


i.  Diabetic nephropathy 
j.  Tubulointerstitial nephritis including papillary necrosis 
k.  Genetic and developmental renal diseases including renal cystic 


diseases, hereditary glomerulopathies and interstitial nephritis, 
phakomatoses, systemic diseases with renal involvement, congenital 
malformations of the urinary tract, maternally inherited mitochondrial 
diseases, and renal cell carcinoma 


l.  Vascular diseases including atheroembolic disease 
m. Disorders of drug metabolism and renal drug toxicity, including in 


geriatric patients 
n. Renal disorders associated with geriatric patients 
o. Renal cystic diseases without a recognized genetic basis 
Understand nutritional management of general nephrologic disorders 
Understand indications and interpretation of renal imaging, including 


ultrasound, CT, IVP, MRI, angiography, nuclear medicine studies 
Understand indications, complications and outcomes in therapeutic 


plasmapheresis 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
Orientation 


Checklist 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
Formative 
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Practice-based 
learning and 
improvement 


Analyze own 
practice and 
perform 
practice-based 
improvement 
using a 
systematic 
methodology 


Fellow will hold up a mirror to themselves to document, 
assess, and improve their practice. This will involve: 
a. Monitoring their practice 
b. Reflecting on or analyzing their practice to identify learning 


or improvement needs 
c. Begin a learning or improvement plan  
 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 
Participation in CQI activities 
Exit rounds on patient 


discharge 
M&M on fellow’s own 


patients 
Conferences 
Log of significant events and 


plan to address 
Assigned faculty mentor 
PIM 


Resident portfolio 
(Fellow 
catalogues over 
time questions 
and issues that 
arose during 
patient care 
activities along 
with copies of the 
data sources 
used, and 
actions taken, to 
address the 
specific question 
or issue). 


6 case-based talks* 
6 journal clubs* 
1 M&M* 
≥ 5 on checklists 
Log of 1 significant  
   event and how  
   addressed 
CQI project started 
 
 
*Conference 
performance 
evaluated by TPD 


 Use evidence 
from scientific 
studies related 
to patients’ 
health 
problems 


Use evidence from scientific studies related to general 
nephrology patients’ health problems 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 


Checklist 
Fresno Test 


≥ 5 
Formative 
 
 
 


 Apply 
knowledge of 
study designs 
and statistical 
methods to 
appraising 
clinical studies 
and other 
information 


Begin to understand study designs and statistical methods to 
appraising clinical studies and other information 


Statistics and epidemiology 
course 


Conferences 
Journal club 
Assigned faculty mentor 


Checklist 
Fresno Test 
 


≥ 5 
Formative 
 
 


 Use 
information 
technology 


Use information technology as itemized in Patient Care above Attending teaching 
Orientation 
Conferences 


Checklist 
Resident portfolio 


≥ 5 
See “Analyze own 
practice…” above 


 Facilitate the 
learning of 
others 


Facilitate the learning of others, including, residents, fellows, 
physician extenders, nurses and dialysis technicians. Initially, 
this is based on assigned literature review. 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
 


Interpersonal & 
communication 
skills 


Maintain a 
therapeutic 
and ethical 
relationship 
with patients 


Maintain a therapeutic and ethical relationship with general 
nephrology patients 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures  


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


 Demonstrate 
effective 
listening and 
writing skills 


Demonstrate effective listening and writing skills Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
Formative 
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Professionalism Demonstrate 
respect, 
compassion, 
and integrity 


Demonstrate respect, compassion, and integrity Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
≤10% unacceptable 
Formative 


 Demonstrate 
an ethically 
sound 
practice 


Demonstrate an ethically sound practice Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
 
 


 Demonstrate 
sensitivity to 
patients’ 
culture, age, 
gender, and 
disabilities 


Demonstrate sensitivity to patients’ culture, age, gender, and 
disabilities 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
≤10% unacceptable 
Formative 


Systems-based 
practice 


Understand 
interaction of 
their practices 
with the larger 
system 


Begin to understand interaction between fellow’s practice and 
the hospital and clinic staff, administration, surgical service, 
radiology, and medical consult services 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


360 evaluation ≥ 5 
 


 Understand 
types of 
medical 
practice and 
delivery 
systems 


Begin to understand how types of general nephrology practice 
and providers deliver care 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist ≥ 5 
 


 Practice cost-
effective 
health care 


Begin to understand how to practice cost-effective  general 
nephrology patient care 


Conferences 
Core lectures 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
 


 Advocate for 
quality patient 
care 


Begin to understand how to advocate for general nephrology 
patient quality care  


Attending teaching 
Participation in CQI 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 5 
≥ 5 
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General Nephrology Table - Months 7-12  
 
Competency 
category 


Competency objectives General Nephrology objectives relevant to competency Teaching Methods Evaluation 
Methods 


Acceptable 
Performance 


Patient care 
 


Exhibit caring and 
respectful behaviors 


Exhibit caring and respectful behaviors towards general 
nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Patient surveys 
360 evaluation 
Checklist 
Mini-CEX 


≤10% unacceptable 
≥ 6 
≥ 6 
Formative 


 Gather essential and 
accurate information 
about their patients 


Gather essential information about fellow’s general nephrology 
patient 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
Formative 


 Make informed decisions 
about diagnostic and 
therapeutic interventions 


Synthesize data to begin to make informed decisions about 
diagnostic and therapeutic interventions in general nephrology 
patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist  
Chart-stimulated 


recall 


≥ 6 
Formative 


 Develop and carry out 
patient management 
plans 


Develop general nephrology patient management plans. 
Understand how to carry out such plans. 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Chart-stimulated 


recall 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
Formative 


 Counsel and educate 
patients and families 


Counsel and educate  general nephrology patients and families 
with regard to their disease, socioeconomics, support systems, 
diet, lifestyle, medications 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
Formative 


 Use information 
technology 


Use information technology to assist caring for  general 
nephrology patients, including UpToDate, NIH information and 
databases, NephSAP, electronic medical records, PubMed, and 
other sources 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist ≥ 6 
 


 Perform: 
    Physical exam 


Examine the  general nephrology patient, particularly with 
regard to the renal examination and organ systems affected by 
renal dysfunction 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 6 
Formative 


 Perform: 
    Procedures 


Understand the principles of informed consent, indications, 
contraindications, alternative procedures, and the risks and 
benefits, and demonstrate the correct procedural techniques 
for: 
1. Percutaneous native renal biopsy 
Understand interpretation and demonstrate the correct 
technique for: 
1. Urinalysis 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist ≥ 6 
 


 Provide preventative 
health care services 


Provide preventative health care services relevant to general 
nephrology patients 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
Chart-stimulated 


recall 


≥ 6 
Formative 


 Work within a team of 
health care professionals 


Work within the  general nephrology health care team, including 
attendings, nurses, dieticians, social workers, physician 
extenders, pharmacists and administrative assistants 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
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Medical 
knowledge 
 


Demonstrate 
investigatory and 
analytic thinking 
about clinical 
situations 


Demonstrate investigatory and analytic thinking about clinical  general 
nephrology situations 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
 


Checklist 
Chart-stimulated 


recall 
Written exam 


≥ 6 
Formative 
 
≤4 incorrect in each 
general nephrology 
area 


 Know and apply 
the basic and 
clinically 
supportive 
sciences 


Fellows will continue to acquire the fund of knowledge necessary for 
prevention, evaluation, and management of the general nephrologic 
disorders below. They will begin to apply this information. 
a. Acute renal failure 
b. Chronic renal failure 
c. Fluid, electrolyte, and acid-base disorders 
d. Disorders of mineral metabolism including nephrolithiasis and renal 


osteodystrophy (including use of lithotripsy) 
e. Urinary tract infections and pyelonephritis 
f.  Hypertensive disorders 
g. Renal disorders related to pregnancy 
h. Primary and secondary glomerulopathies, including understanding of 


immunologic mechanisms of renal disease and the laboratory tests 
necessary for their diagnosis 


i.  Diabetic nephropathy 
j.  Tubulointerstitial nephritis including papillary necrosis 
k.  Genetic and developmental renal diseases including renal cystic 


diseases, hereditary glomerulopathies and interstitial nephritis, 
phakomatoses, systemic diseases with renal involvement, congenital 
malformations of the urinary tract, maternally inherited mitochondrial 
diseases, and renal cell carcinoma 


l.  Vascular diseases including atheroembolic disease 
m. Disorders of drug metabolism and renal drug toxicity, including in 


geriatric patients 
n. Renal disorders associated with geriatric patients 
o. Renal cystic diseases without a recognized genetic basis 
Understand nutritional management of general nephrologic disorders 
Understand indications and interpretation of renal imaging, including 


ultrasound, CT, IVP, MRI, angiography, nuclear medicine studies 
Understand indications, complications and outcomes in therapeutic 


plasmapheresis 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
 


Written exam 
 
 
Chart-stimulated 
recall 
Mini-CEX 


≤4 incorrect in each 
general nephrology 
Area 
Formative 
 
Formative 
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Practice-based 
learning and 
improvement 


Analyze own 
practice and 
perform 
practice-based 
improvement 
using a 
systematic 
methodology 


Fellow will hold up a mirror to themselves to document, 
assess, and improve their practice. This will involve: 
a. Monitoring their practice 
b. Reflecting on or analyzing their practice to identify learning 


or improvement needs 
c. Engaging in a learning or plan improvement 
 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 
Participation in CQI activities 
Exit rounds on patient 


discharge 
M&M on fellow’s own 


patients 
Conferences 
Log of significant events and 


plan to address 
Assigned faculty mentor 
PIM 


Resident portfolio 
(Fellow 
catalogues over 
time questions 
and issues that 
arose during 
patient care 
activities along 
with copies of the 
data sources 
used, and 
actions taken, to 
address the 
specific question 
or issue). 


12 case-base talks* 
12 journal clubs* 
2 M&M* 
≥ 6 on checklists 
Log of 2 significant  
   events and how  
   addressed 
CQI project data 
analyzed and 
improvement plan 
developed 
 
*Conference 
performance 
evaluated by TPD 


 Use evidence 
from scientific 
studies related 
to patients’ 
health 
problems 


Use evidence from scientific studies related to general 
nephrology patients’ health problems 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 


Chart-stimulated 
recall 
Written exam 
 


Formative 
 
≤4 incorrect each 
    theme 
 


 Apply 
knowledge of 
study designs 
and statistical 
methods to 
appraising 
clinical studies 
and other 
information 


Apply knowledge of study designs and statistical methods to 
appraising clinical studies and other information 


Statistics and epidemiology 
course 


Conferences 
Journal club 
Assigned faculty mentor 


Chart-stimulated 
recall 
Written exam 
 


Formative 
 
≤4 incorrect each 
general nephrology 
area 
 


 Use 
information 
technology 


Use information technology as itemized in Patient Care above Attending teaching 
Orientation 
Conferences 


Checklist 
Resident portfolio 


≥ 6 
See “Analyze own 
practice…” above 


 Facilitate the 
learning of 
others 


Facilitate the learning of others, including faculty, residents, 
fellows, physician extenders, nurses and dialysis technicians 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
 


Interpersonal & 
communication 
skills 


Maintain a 
therapeutic 
and ethical 
relationship 
with patients 


Maintain a therapeutic and ethical relationship with general 
nephrology patients 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures  


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


 Demonstrate 
effective 
listening and 
writing skills 


Demonstrate effective listening and writing skills Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
Formative 
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Professionalism Demonstrate 
respect, 
compassion, 
and integrity 


Demonstrate respect, compassion, and integrity Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
≤10% unacceptable 
Formative 


 Demonstrate 
an ethically 
sound 
practice 


Demonstrate an ethically sound practice Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
 


 Demonstrate 
sensitivity to 
patients’ 
culture, age, 
gender, and 
disabilities 


Demonstrate sensitivity to patients’ culture, age, gender, and 
disabilities 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
Mini-CEX 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
≤10% unacceptable 
Formative 


Systems-based 
practice 


Understand 
interaction of 
their practices 
with the larger 
system 


Understand interaction between fellow’s practice and the 
hospital and clinic staff, administration, surgical service, 
radiology, and medical consult services 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


360 evaluation ≥ 6 
 


 Understand 
types of 
medical 
practice and 
delivery 
systems 


Understand how types of general nephrology practice and 
providers deliver care 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Written exam ≤4 incorrect each 
    theme 


 Practice cost-
effective 
health care 


Understand cost-effective general nephrology patient care and 
begin to apply these principles 


Conferences 
Core lectures 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
 


 Advocate for 
quality patient 
care 


Advocate for general nephrology patient quality care by 
demonstrating proactive efforts towards general nephrology 
patient care 


Attending teaching 
Participation in CQI 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 6 
≥ 6 
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General Nephrology Table - Months 13-18  
 
Competency 
category 


Competency objectives General Nephrology objectives relevant to competency Teaching Methods Evaluation 
Methods 


Acceptable 
Performance 


Patient care 
 


Exhibit caring and 
respectful behaviors 


Exhibit caring and respectful behaviors towards general 
nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Patient surveys 
360 evaluation 
Checklist 
 


≤10% unacceptable 
≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


 Gather essential and 
accurate information 
about their patients 


Gather essential information about fellow’s  general nephrology 
patient 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


 Make informed decisions 
about diagnostic and 
therapeutic interventions 


Make informed decisions about diagnostic and therapeutic 
interventions in general nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist  
 


≥ 7 
 


 Develop and carry out 
patient management 
plans 


Develop and carry out  general nephrology patient management 
plans 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


 Counsel and educate 
patients and families 


Counsel and educate  general nephrology patients and families 
with regard to their disease, socioeconomics, support systems, 
diet, lifestyle, medications 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


 Use information 
technology 


Use information technology to assist caring for  general 
nephrology patients, including UpToDate, NIH information and 
databases, NephSAP, electronic medical records, PubMed, and 
other sources 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist ≥ 7 
 


 Perform: 
    Physical exam 


Examine the  general nephrology patient, particularly with 
regard to the renal examination and organ systems affected by 
renal dysfunction 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
 


≥ 7 
 


 Perform: 
    Procedures 


Understand the principles of informed consent, indications, 
contraindications, alternative procedures, and the risks and 
benefits, and demonstrate the correct procedural techniques 
for: 
1. Percutaneous native renal biopsy 
Understand interpretation and demonstrate the correct 
technique for: 
1. Urinalysis 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist ≥ 7 
 


 Provide preventative 
health care services 


Provide preventative health care services relevant to general 
nephrology patients 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
 


≥ 7 
 


 Work within a team of 
health care professionals 


Work within the  general nephrology health care team, including 
attendings, nurses, dieticians, social workers, physician 
extenders, pharmacists and administrative assistants 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  


≥ 7 
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Medical 
knowledge 
 


Demonstrate 
investigatory and 
analytic thinking 
about clinical 
situations 


Demonstrate investigatory and analytic thinking about clinical  general 
nephrology situations 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
 


Checklist 
 


≥ 7 
 


 Know and apply 
the basic and 
clinically 
supportive 
sciences 


Fellows will acquire the fund of knowledge necessary for prevention, 
evaluation, and management of general nephrologic disorders in: 
a. Acute renal failure 
b. Chronic renal failure 
c. Fluid, electrolyte, and acid-base disorders 
d. Disorders of mineral metabolism including nephrolithiasis and renal 


osteodystrophy (including use of lithotripsy) 
e. Urinary tract infections and pyelonephritis 
f.  Hypertensive disorders 
g. Renal disorders related to pregnancy 
h. Primary and secondary glomerulopathies, including understanding of 


immunologic mechanisms of renal disease and the laboratory tests 
necessary for their diagnosis 


i.  Diabetic nephropathy 
j.  Tubulointerstitial nephritis including papillary necrosis 
k.  Genetic and developmental renal diseases including renal cystic 


diseases, hereditary glomerulopathies and interstitial nephritis, 
phakomatoses, systemic diseases with renal involvement, congenital 
malformations of the urinary tract, maternally inherited mitochondrial 
diseases, and renal cell carcinoma 


l.  Vascular diseases including atheroembolic disease 
m. Disorders of drug metabolism and renal drug toxicity, including in 


geriatric patients 
n. Renal disorders associated with geriatric patients 
o. Renal cystic diseases without a recognized genetic basis 
Understand nutritional management of general nephrologic disorders 
Understand indications and interpretation of renal imaging, including 


ultrasound, CT, IVP, MRI, angiography, nuclear medicine studies 
Understand indications, complications and outcomes in therapeutic 


plasmapheresis 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
 


Checklist ≥ 7 
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Practice-based 
learning and 
improvement 


Analyze own 
practice and 
perform 
practice-based 
improvement 
using a 
systematic 
methodology 


Fellow will hold up a mirror to themselves to document, 
assess, and improve their practice. This will involve: 
a. Monitoring their practice 
b. Reflecting on or analyzing their practice to identify learning 


or improvement needs 
c. Engaging in a learning or plan improvement 
d. Applying the new learning or improvement 
 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 
Participation in CQI activities 
Exit rounds on patient 


discharge 
M&M on fellow’s own 


patients 
Conferences 
Log of significant events and 


plan to address 
Assigned faculty mentor 
PIM 


Resident portfolio 
(Fellow 
catalogues over 
time questions 
and issues that 
arose during 
patient care 
activities along 
with copies of the 
data sources 
used, and 
actions taken, to 
address the 
specific question 
or issue). 


18 case-base talks* 
18 journal clubs* 
3 M&M* 
≥ 7 on checklists 
Log of 3 significant  
   events and how  
   addressed 
CQI project - 
intervention/begin 
data analysis 
 
*Conference 
performance 
evaluated by TPD 


 Use evidence 
from scientific 
studies related 
to patients’ 
health 
problems 


Use evidence from scientific studies related to general 
nephrology patients’ health problems 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 


Checklist ≥ 7 
 


 Apply 
knowledge of 
study designs 
and statistical 
methods to 
appraising 
clinical studies 
and other 
information 


Apply knowledge of study designs and statistical methods to 
appraising clinical studies and other information 


Statistics and epidemiology 
course 


Conferences 
Journal club 
Assigned faculty mentor 


Checklist 
 


≥ 7 
 


 Use 
information 
technology 


Use information technology as itemized in Patient Care above Attending teaching 
Orientation 
Conferences 


Checklist 
Resident portfolio 


≥ 7 
See “Analyze own 
practice…” above 


 Facilitate the 
learning of 
others 


Facilitate the learning of others, including faculty, residents, 
fellows, physician extenders, nurses and dialysis technicians 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


Interpersonal & 
communication 
skills 


Maintain a 
therapeutic 
and ethical 
relationship 
with patients 


Maintain a therapeutic and ethical relationship with general 
nephrology patients 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures  


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


 Demonstrate 
effective 
listening and 
writing skills 


Demonstrate effective listening and writing skills Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
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Professionalism Demonstrate 
respect, 
compassion, 
and integrity 


Demonstrate respect, compassion, and integrity Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


 Demonstrate 
an ethically 
sound 
practice 


Demonstrate an ethically sound practice Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


 Demonstrate 
sensitivity to 
patients’ 
culture, age, 
gender, and 
disabilities 


Demonstrate sensitivity to patients’ culture, age, gender, and 
disabilities 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


Systems-based 
practice 


Understand 
interaction of 
their practices 
with the larger 
system 


Understand interaction between fellow’s practice and the 
hospital and clinic staff, administration, surgical service, 
radiology, and medical consult services 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


360 evaluation ≥ 7 
 


 Understand 
types of 
medical 
practice and 
delivery 
systems 


Understand how types of general nephrology practice and 
providers deliver care 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist ≥ 7 
 


 Practice cost-
effective 
health care 


Practice cost-effective general nephrology patient care Conferences 
Core lectures 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 


 Advocate for 
quality patient 
care 


Advocate for  general nephrology patient quality care by 
demonstrating proactive efforts towards dialysis CQI 


Attending teaching 
Participation in CQI 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 7 
≥ 7 
 







 


 


31 


 


General Nephrology Table - Months 19-24  
 
Competency 
category 


Competency objectives General Nephrology objectives relevant to competency Teaching Methods Evaluation 
Methods 


Acceptable 
Performance 


Patient care 
 


Exhibit caring and 
respectful behaviors 


Exhibit caring and respectful behaviors towards general 
nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Patient surveys 
360 evaluation 
Checklist 
 


≤10% unacceptable 
≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 


 Gather essential and 
accurate information 
about their patients 


Gather essential information about fellow’s  general nephrology 
patient 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 


 Make informed decisions 
about diagnostic and 
therapeutic interventions 


Make informed decisions about diagnostic and therapeutic 
interventions in  general nephrology patients 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist  
Chart-stimulated 


recall 


≥ 8 
Formative 


 Develop and carry out 
patient management 
plans 


Develop and carry out  general nephrology patient management 
plans 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Chart-stimulated 


recall 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
Formative 


 Counsel and educate 
patients and families 


Counsel and educate  general nephrology patients and families 
with regard to their disease, socioeconomics, support systems, 
diet, lifestyle, medications 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 


 Use information 
technology 


Use information technology to assist caring for  general 
nephrology patients, including UpToDate, NIH information and 
databases, NephSAP, electronic medical records, PubMed, and 
other sources 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist ≥ 8 
 


 Perform: 
    Physical exam 


Examine the  general nephrology patient, particularly with 
regard to the renal examination and organ systems affected by 
renal dysfunction 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist 
 


≥ 8 
 


 Perform: 
    Procedures 


Understand the principles of informed consent, indications, 
contraindications, alternative procedures, and the risks and 
benefits, and demonstrate the correct procedural techniques 
for: 
1. Percutaneous native renal biopsy 
Understand interpretation and demonstrate the correct 
technique for: 
1. Urinalysis 


Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures 


Checklist ≥ 8 
 


 Provide preventative 
health care services 


Provide preventative health care services relevant to general 
nephrology patients 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
Chart-stimulated 


recall 


≥ 8 
Formative 


 Work within a team of 
health care professionals 


Work within the  general nephrology health care team, including 
attendings, nurses, dieticians, social workers, physician 
extenders, pharmacists and administrative assistants 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  


≥ 8 
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Medical 
knowledge 
 


Demonstrate 
investigatory and 
analytic thinking 
about clinical 
situations 


Demonstrate investigatory and analytic thinking about clinical  general 
nephrology situations 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
 


Checklist 
Chart-stimulated 


recall 
 


≥ 8 
Formative 


 Know and apply 
the basic and 
clinically 
supportive 
sciences 


Fellows will acquire the fund of knowledge necessary for prevention, 
evaluation, and management of general nephrologic disorders in the 
areas below. They will serve as educators for other fellows, faculty and 
staff in these areas, whenever possible. 
a. Acute renal failure 
b. Chronic renal failure 
c. Fluid, electrolyte, and acid-base disorders 
d. Disorders of mineral metabolism including nephrolithiasis and renal 


osteodystrophy (including use of lithotripsy) 
e. Urinary tract infections and pyelonephritis 
f.  Hypertensive disorders 
g. Renal disorders related to pregnancy 
h. Primary and secondary glomerulopathies, including understanding of 


immunologic mechanisms of renal disease and the laboratory tests 
necessary for their diagnosis 


i.  Diabetic nephropathy 
j.  Tubulointerstitial nephritis including papillary necrosis 
k.  Genetic and developmental renal diseases including renal cystic 


diseases, hereditary glomerulopathies and interstitial nephritis, 
phakomatoses, systemic diseases with renal involvement, congenital 
malformations of the urinary tract, maternally inherited mitochondrial 
diseases, and renal cell carcinoma 


l.  Vascular diseases including atheroembolic disease 
m. Disorders of drug metabolism and renal drug toxicity, including in 


geriatric patients 
n. Renal disorders associated with geriatric patients 
o. Renal cystic diseases without a recognized genetic basis 
Understand nutritional management of general nephrologic disorders 
Understand indications and interpretation of renal imaging, including 


ultrasound, CT, IVP, MRI, angiography, nuclear medicine studies 
Understand indications, complications and outcomes in therapeutic 


plasmapheresis 


Attending teaching 
Core lectures 
Conferences 
Journal club 
Clinical meetings 
 


Checklist 
Chart-stimulated 
recall 
 


≥ 8 
Formative 
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Practice-based 
learning and 
improvement 


Analyze own 
practice and 
perform 
practice-
based 
improvement 
using a 
systematic 
methodology 


Fellow will hold up a mirror to themselves to document, assess, 
and improve their practice. This will involve: 
a. Monitoring their practice 
b. Reflecting on or analyzing their practice to identify learning or 


improvement needs 
c. Engaging in a learning or plan improvement 
d. Applying the new learning or improvement 
e. Monitoring the impact of the learning or improvement 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 
Participation in CQI activities 
Exit rounds on patient 


discharge 
M&M on fellow’s own 


patients 
Conferences 
Log of significant events and 


plan to address 
Assigned faculty mentor 
PIM 


Resident portfolio 
(Fellow 
catalogues over 
time questions 
and issues that 
arose during 
patient care 
activities along 
with copies of the 
data sources 
used, and 
actions taken, to 
address the 
specific question 
or issue). 


24 case-base talks* 
24 journal clubs* 
4 M&M* 
≥ 8 on checklists 
Log of ≥4 significant  
   events and how  
   addressed 
CQI project - 
analysis & reporting 
 
*Conference 
performance 
evaluated by TPD 


 Use evidence 
from scientific 
studies 
related to 
patients’ 
health 
problems 


Use evidence from scientific studies related to general 
nephrology patients’ health problems 


Attending teaching 
Case-based  presentations 


on fellow’s own pts. 
Journal club 


Chart-stimulated 
recall 
 


Formative 
 
 


 Apply 
knowledge of 
study designs 
and statistical 
methods to 
appraising 
clinical 
studies and 
other 
information 


Apply knowledge of study designs and statistical methods to 
appraising clinical studies and other information 


Statistics and epidemiology 
course 


Conferences 
Journal club 
Assigned faculty mentor 


Chart-stimulated 
recall 
 


Formative 
 
 


 Use 
information 
technology 


Use information technology as itemized in Patient Care above Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
Resident portfolio 


≥ 8 
See “Analyze own 
practice…” above 


 Facilitate the 
learning of 
others 


Facilitate the learning of others, including faculty, residents, 
fellows, physician extenders, nurses and dialysis technicians. 
The degree of such education is one of the main differences 
from the preceding six months. 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 


Interpersonal & 
communication 
skills 


Maintain a 
therapeutic 
and ethical 
relationship 
with patients 


Maintain a therapeutic and ethical relationship with general 
nephrology patients 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 
Core lectures  


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


 Demonstrate 
effective 
listening and 
writing skills 


Demonstrate effective listening and writing skills Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 
 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
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Professionalism Demonstrate 
respect, 
compassion, 
and integrity 


Demonstrate respect, compassion, and integrity Role models 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


 Demonstrate 
an ethically 
sound 
practice 


Demonstrate an ethically sound practice Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 


 Demonstrate 
sensitivity to 
patients’ 
culture, age, 
gender, and 
disabilities 


Demonstrate sensitivity to patients’ culture, age, gender, and 
disabilities 


Role models 
Attending teaching 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation  
Patient surveys 
 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
≤10% unacceptable 
 


Systems-based 
practice 


Understand 
interaction of 
their practices 
with the larger 
system 


Understand interaction between fellow’s practice and the 
hospital and clinic staff, administration, surgical service, 
radiology, and medical consult services 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 


 Understand 
types of 
medical 
practice and 
delivery 
systems 


Understand how types of  general nephrology practice and 
providers deliver care 


Conferences 
Attending teaching 
 


Checklist ≥ 8 
 


 Practice cost-
effective 
health care 


Practice cost-effective  general nephrology patient care Conferences 
Core lectures 
Attending teaching 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 


 Advocate for 
quality patient 
care 


Advocate for  general nephrology patient quality care by 
demonstrating proactive efforts towards dialysis CQI 


Attending teaching 
Participation in CQI 
Conferences 


Checklist 
360 evaluation 


≥ 8 
≥ 8 
 






